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Abstract
A Study of Animal Names in Cheju Dialect

Kang  young-bong

The present paper studies some 350 animal names used by speakers
of Cheju Dialect of present time. The categories discussed are (1)
livestock, (2) wild animals, (3) birds, (4) insects, (5) reptiles and
amphibians, and (6) fish, clams, and crustaceans.

Chapter Two provides analysis of the animal names. The names are
gathered from relevant reports by other researchers of from my own
search. Knowledge of informants was very helpful in my analysis. For
example, the lexical meaning of ‘dzule’(‘kkabyengi’ in Standard
Korean), “a pheasant larger than °‘‘kkabysngi” is rather vague.

However, my informant explained that a ‘dzule’ was used as decoy to

capture larger f o} s T explanation shed light in
connection to ‘ph ’ ‘phwdzike’ 'which means “decoy” and is
observable in the r e n th century.

To- show the relationship of present’ animal names to Korean used

several conturies ago, 1 provided rel items from the liter-

ature of the fifteenth century to the nineteent ry. I also compared
them: with their equivalents in other Korean dialects of present time to
check their similarities.

Cheju Dialect displays fine distinctions of cattle and horses. This trait
may be explained by the fact that residents of Cheju had a strong need
for fine distinctions as they let their cattle and horses graze the natural
pastureland of Mt. Halla for the whole year.

Chapter Three discusses word formation patterns of the animal

names. The names are categorized according to distinguishing factors

such as color, physical appearance, habits, function, and analogy.
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They are also categorized according to origin of the words, for
example, from old Korean, Cheju Dialect, loan word, and of mixed
origin. Analysis showed that factors of color, physical appearance, and
analogy were dominantly used in naming. It also showed that names of
dialect origin were dominant in cattle, horses, insects and fish. The
fact that Cheju dialect has many loan words from Mongol is well known
and the trait was well noticed in horse names. Loan words from Jap-
anese were also noticed in fish names.

As the result of this study, prefixes, ‘dot-’, ‘shik-’, ‘shin-’, ‘dzang-
and ‘phot-’ and suffixes, ‘-tzi’, ‘-dzari’, and ‘-bari are discovered.

Chapter Four discusses the importance of animal names in present
Cheju Dialect from the perspective of diachronic lexical study. They

displays lexicon items from the fi h the nineteenth

enth thr
base for

from Mongol. Furffier e naming and fine

centuries. They also provide some d udy of loan words

distinctions. Lastly, heju Dialect origin

has expanded the i i ialect.



