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ABSTRACT"

A study on Cheu Oranges Industry in Chosun

Eun-Mi Hong

Departrment of Agricultural Economics, Graduate School
Chungnam National University

Tagon, Korea

(Supervised by Professor Yong-Dae Kwon)

The final goal of the study aims at identifying historical significance
and role of oranges industry of Cheu in the history of Korean
agriculture through the literature of the past. A historical review on the
production management, cultivation technique, distribution and
consumption of oranges will help reconsider the challenges it is
currently facing and suggest a way to develop it into a specialized
indigenous industry.

This thesis aims to explore the origin and cultivation of Cheu

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School, Chungnam
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Economics Conferred in February 2000.
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Oranets. It is estimated that oranges were first cultivated in the second
year of King Munju's reign in Paekje(A.D. 467). The region of
cultivation is still limited to Cheju island, as Korea is located in the far
northest of the world's oranges growing lands.

In Chosun Dynasty, the production and management of this fruit was
not controlled by Hojo(The Ministry of Finance), which was in charge
of agricultural affairs in general, but was in the hand of Sangrimwon,
which was under Kongjo. During the period, oranges were produced and
managed under the support and control of the government and its
cultivation had to be recorded in law. This was due to its large
consumption in Court.

Documents on oranges offering was found at the time of King
Munju of Paekje for the first time, and the record continued through
the dynasties of Koryo to Chosun. According to the Record d Chosun
Dynasty, when Chegu island made offering of oranges to the central
government, Court bestowed rice, food and hemp, which would form a
basis of the life of people on this island where paddies were scarce.

As Chgu was distant from land, the conveyance of oranges to the
central government had to rely on both marine and land transportations.
However, there were many difficulties. Since both the transportation and
the preservation were difficult at the time, sea transportation had to
wait for the right weather. Oranges went bad with the delay, and when
they did depart, sudden change of weather could wreck the boat and
make people adrift or drowned in the meantime. Accordingly, Court
would give reward to the people of Cheju or pay tribute to the dead.

The consumption of oranges in Chosun Dynasty was generally made
in Court. They were used as an offering at the Royal Ancestors Shrine,
treatment for foreign delegate or a royal gift. Each year, when the
year's oranges were offered to Court, they were distributed to

Confucian scholars and students and a civil service examination called
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Hwang- Kam-Je was conducted.

Oranges had a use not only as an edible but as medicines. Oranges
was known as effectively eliminating malodor and heavy feelings, while
refreshing body and inducing longevity.

Thus developed, oranges of Cheju is cultivated in 25,900 hectares of
land as of 1998, whose total production volume amounts to 544,000 tons
and earnings 515,800,000,000 won. It is one of the key industries of the
region which takes up 20% of the region's gross production and 57% of
agricultural earnings. However, of late, excessively good crop of oranges
resulted in plummeting price and decreased income of the oranges
farmers, which presents a serious challenge to the industry.

Therefore it is necessary to develop a new variety of oranges that
will agree with Korean climate and with diverse consumer taste.
Research and development of various processed foods in the items such
as beverage, confection, vinegar and wine are required. Also important
are the cost reduction in the distribution process and confidence of

consumers in the quality of oranges.
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