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ABSTRACTS

A Study of Ceramic Sculptures Combined by Symbolic
Images of Stones and Physical Structure of a Human Body

- Mainly Based on The Culture of Stone in Jeju Island -

LEE, Ho-chul
Major in Ceramics

Graduated School of Hong-ik University

Human kinds are cultural beings. All forms of arts that expressed
by human beings are under influence of different cultural
circumstances. The study searches the formation system of symbolic
images for objects, which is the one of the most important elements
of symbolic expression in arts.

‘Symbolic expression’, one of the expression forms in arts, reveals
nonobjective thoughts through a specific target. And this type of

expression borrows the immanent meaning, namely symbolic meaning
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of certain objects. A Swiss psychologist Carl Gustav Jung says that
“Art is symbol. It is expressed through symbols that are from artists’
thoughts and experiences.” Symbolism forms by an artist’s arbitrary
decisions and personal experiences within the semantic structure and
system of applied works of art.

The researcher takes ‘stone, the root of JeJu culture, as his work
material and this especial “stone” culture of JeJu Island is at the
center of the researcher's work-formation background. The contents
of study is based on the researcher’'s personal experiences in JeJu
Island where he had been his regional background for many years.

Stone culture in JeJu Island derives different symbolic images
compared with other areas in Korea. The fact that JeJu is an isolated
1sland covered with hard volcano rocks and people who lived
exhausted lives there make unique history and local sentiments make
its only symbolic images.

So, JeJu ’'stones’ reflect poor and heavy reality. It is a survival tool
to protect JeJu people from difficult environments around, it is also an
object of devotion at the same time.

The life of JeJu people who have been shared all sorts of emotions
with stones show great awe to nature and strong will of existences
beyond human subjecthood or survival. The tough human nature of
JeJu people motivated the researcher to study and express human
beings. In the process of visualize an independent ego with
spirituality, the JeJu 'stone’ and 'human body’ are taken as symbols

in the researcher’'s works.
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Therefore, the study considers polysemantic meanings and
symbols of ’'stone’ through JeJu volcano rocks and culture in
order to analyze the researcher’'s works. The research explains
the symbol structure that re—constituted the meaning of ’stone’
and 'body in works, adds relevance to expression methods, and
reviews the correlation between external expression methods
and internal motives. The researcher tries to show an original
visual exposing by systemizing the form of symbolic images

which recreated by private intentions.

The contents of the body are as follows.

Chapter II researches how the symbolic images of ’'stone’ are
formated based on meanings and principles of symbolic expression as
one of the artistic expression forms. And the new symbolic images of
JeJu volcano rocks are suggested with universal symbols of ’'stone’ in
general human culture in history.

Chapter III describes inner spiritual aspects in human nature,
theoretical background of expression methods, and the researcher’s
expressive motivations. In this chapter, ’‘stone’ and ’'body’ are
classified as the two most important materials in works: The
researcher compares and analyzes his works through many precedent
art works which used each material by artistic purposes in order to

systemize meaning structures of reconstituted symbolic images .
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The researcher shapes abstract mind of human beings through
symbolical expression behaviors of arts. In terms of symbolic
expression, its implicit meaning becomes very important way of
communication. The study considers the symbolic images and
formation background of 'stone,’ the key of expression and
communication in works, applied to JeJu Island’s stone culture. And
the analysis helps to systemize forming process of the symbol
structure of ’‘stone’ and ’'body’ combination, also suggests symbolic

images of ’'stone’ that recreate in multiple meanings.
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