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— Research on the forms and choreography of

Chilmurydang Exorcism in Cheju Island -

Kim, Ji-Su
Department of Traditional Dance
Graduate School of Cultural Heritage

Sookmyung Women’'s University

Abstract

In exorcism, dance has particular functions and characteristics,
and the dance elements in exorcism, which was a form of religion
to ancient people, have been starting point on the development of
modern dance and interests of scholars. Therefore, in understanding
and analyzing Korean traditional folk arts, finding the structural
elements and analyzing them have very important meaning.

With that in mind I wanted to study the exorcistic dance in
Chilmurydang Exorcism among Youngdeung Exorcism in Cheju
Island.

Living in the unique geographical characteristic of an island,
woman divers in Cheju Island have had big roles in living. And
with that geographical uniqueness, oceanic climate, woman divers’
role in living have all contributed to the formulation of that unique
form of Chilmurydang Exorcism.

Chilmurydang Exorcism 1s performed in two  parts:
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Youngdeunghwanyoungje and Youngdeungsongbyulje. And exorcism
has two forms of performance usually. One, such as Yowangmaji
and Bonfuri, is performed in dance forms, and the other form is a
dramatic  play. But in my  research, I focused on
Youngdeungsongbyulje in Chilmurydang Exorcism to study artistic
characteristics in the form and choreography in the exorcism to find
out the characteristics of the dance, and further to study the
uniqueness of the exorcistic dances in Cheju Island.

There're so many different forms of regional exorcisms in Cheju
Island, such as Samdodong Kaksidang, Kunipdong Chilmurydang,
but in my research I focused on the Chilmurydang’s
Youngdeunggood. The method of approach in my research 1is
reviewing the previous studies on shamanistic tradition in Cheju
Island, photographing Youngdeungsongbyulje of Chiluurydang
Exorcism, which is the No. 71 Intangible Cultural Property, and
recording interview with initiators.

I classified my research into five categories: first, origin and form
of Chilmurydang Exorcism, second, the ceremonial procedure in
Chilmurydang Exorcism, third, costumes and paraphernalia, fourth,
music, and fifth, dance forms and choreography.

For its choreography, I reviewed foot movements, body
movements and the corresponding rhythms using previous stuies,
photo data and video recording.

Second, I could see lots of dramatic effect from the performance
and facial expressions of Simbang(leading shaman) and
Somi(supporting shaman)(Bonhyangdeum: inviting Bonhyang god,
taking out with a stick, old man’s play).

Third, it has an element of a play. The exorcism is not only
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performed by shaman solely, but also by the devotees in town and
spectators. Fourth, all the hand movements in the exorcistic dance
involves small paraphernalia;, sword, bell, Kamsanggi, liquor glass,
for example.

Usually the movements of exorcistic dance in Chilmurydang
Exorcism are simple and repetitive resulting iIn increasing
shamanistic effects.

I found out that in Chilmurydang Exorcism, the dance forms
show different characteristics in different areas and according to
shaman, and are handed down and developed, and each exorcism
exhibits dance elements that have become the foundation of the
dance art.

After this research, I want to say "the dance form in exorcism is
a wonderful artistic property that have been handed down and
developed for a long time.”

The dance exhibits basic mind of Koreans and has been an
important property in traditional gathering and Korean dance. But
on occasion, it was prohibited by invaders from outside and
attacked even by some Koreans who don’t understand the important
property.

By doing research on chilmurydang Exorcism I like to show the
importance of local art and I think there is needs for comparative
analysis on the different characteristics of exorcistic dance in
different region in Korea.

Also it would be valuable to study exorcistic dance in each
region in Korean and the way to apply its artistic elements in

creative dances and fork dances.
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