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Mark Silk(2009). “Volunteering and religing”

http://www.spiritual—politics.org/2009/07/volunteering_and_religion.html
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ABSTRACT

The Study on Actual situations and Revitalization of
Volunteer Activities in the Jeju area
-Based on Buddhist College-

Jeong Guk Kim(Jeong Soo)

Major in Social

Welfare

Graduate School of Social Science, Dongguk University

Supervised by Professor Kyeong Il Park

This study aimed to investigate actual situations and problems of volunteer
activities in Buddhist colleges where systematic study on Buddhism were
conducted, religious activities related Buddhism including volunteer activities were
performed, and elite Buddhists were cultivated. This study also attempted to seek
measures useful to revitalize effective volunteer activities which could be
performed in Buddhist colleges by emphasizing roles of Buddhist colleges as
subjects of Buddhist social welfare. This study was intended only for Buddhist

colleges in the Jeju area

Results of this study were summarized as follows.
In relation to participation motives, the practice of mercy thought in Buddhism
showed the highest, whereas people with more than college education relatively

chose self-realization rather than people with less than high school education. The
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stronger the degree of religious belief in Buddhism, the higher the rate of
participation in volunteer activities for the practice in mercy thought of
Buddhism.92.1% of respondents showed their very strong intentions in volunteer
activities. The most favorite volunteer activities was volunteer work in the elderly
field as all most of respondents counted the elderly field in relation to the
volunteer activity field already participated or wanted in the future. The shortage
of support from the Buddhist community was showed the highest in terms of
problems of volunteer activity revitalization in College of Buddhism. in addition,
the opinion that recruitment and promotion of volunteer activity (56.9%) should
systematically be done was the highest as the measure for volunteer

activity-revitalization

Theoretical and practical implications of this study were suggested as follows
by taking note on volunteer activities in College of Buddhism. There had been
little studies on actual conditions of volunteer activities based on College of
Buddhism as theoretical implication. It was expected that this study would be
utilized as basic data needed to seek problems and improvements of volunteer
activity revitalization in College of Buddhism. This study could play a role of
getting out form problems of existing formal and objective indicators of volunteer
activities, and supplementing public welfare by increasing the participation in
volunteer activities in Buddhist Colleges regarding practical implication. In
conclusion, this study could be utilized as an opportunity to improve social image
of the whole Buddhist world as well as Buddhist colleges, and to complete

religious duties of Buddhism.
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Following suggestions were explained for social welfare interference methods

of Buddhist colleges based on this study.

First, it was necessary to develop programs needed to inspire Buddhists
belonging to Buddhist colleges a sense of service. It was needed to prepare the
communication place for counseling for volunteer activities in Buddhist colleges
and exchange and meetings among volunteers. It was also essential to develop and
implement volunteer activity programs considering characteristics of Buddhist

colleges.

Second, there was a need of support system for backing up volunteer activities
in Buddhist colleges. I was necessary to establish networks of resources in
Buddhist colleges and seek actively solutions and revitalization methods for
problems of volunteer activities in Buddhist colleges through application of various
resources and formation of networks rather than to limit volunteer activities to

those individual communities.

This study had limitation difficult in generalizing results of this study into the
whole Buddhist college because this study conducted purposive sampling limited
on Buddhist colleges in a Jeju city area. The supplementation and verification
were required for Buddhist colleges in more various and broad areas by expanding
space for regional research in the further study  because this study had
characteristics of exploratory preliminary study with fact finding survey in a state
of little research on volunteer activities in Buddhist colleges. This would be

follow-up tasks of this study.
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