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<Abstract>

A Study on Gasa, a Form of Korean Verse, Written by Exiles at a Penal
Colony, Jeju Island

— Centering around Byeolsamiingok, Soksamiingok and Maneonsa -

Sohn Gi-bum,

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Sohn, O-Gyu

This research work was aimed at investigating indigenous culture in Jeju Island
described in Byeolsamiingok, Soksamiingok and Maneonsa, and writer's
consciousness.

In Chapter 2, historical, natural and economical environments of Jeju Island were
examined. And through these studies, situations of the island in 18th century
could be figured out. In this period of time, Jeju had been suffered from economic
difficulties. And long distance from inland province and sense of isolation made
both exiles and local government officials feel melancholy and homesick. These
were vividly expressed in their works. Next, backgrounds of creation of literary
works were investigated. Along with these studies, backgrounds of those times
when three verses were written and also personal backgrounds of writers were
examined.

In Chapter 3, attitudes of residents toward the exiles were examined, especially
focusing on deviation of residents' attitude depending on the status and previous
hierarchical position of exiles. If they were from Yangban class (aristocrats) or
were former higher raking officials, there were no conspicuous conflicts or
troubles with residents. However, in case exiles were from a middle class family,
there were some troubles between the exiles and residents, so that exiles had to
endure hard times therefrom. These facts were expressed in their works.

In Chapter 4, indigenous culturesdepicted in the verses were reviewed. In case
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of the writer of Soksamiingok and of Maneonsa, they were not transported to Jeju
Island, but to a small island on the way sea route to Jeju Island called Chuja
Island, so they live at a place of exile in Chuja Island. However, there were
continuous exchangesbetween Jeju Island and Chuja Island, and both were
common in the aspect of isolated island from the outside world. Under such
conditions, there was a high likelihood that two islands had generated similar
cultures to each other. And referring to other poetries written in a similar period,
indigenous cultures of Jeju Island were analogized, so that it was able to examine
the prospect of theme or materials of Jeju literature. When inferring cultures in
relation to cloth, foods and housing in Jeju Island based on the contents of verses
and historical records, people in Jeju Island in those days carried on a needy life.
In Chapter 5, writer's consciousness described in the works were investigated.
Three works contained each different consciousness of writers. In case of
Byeolsamiingok, writer tried to shape a conceptual world, not a real world. In case
of Soksamiingok, conceptual world and real world were depicted as though two
worlds coexist. In case of Maneonsa, real world was expressed throughout
theworks. Previous two verses are written by exiles who were from aristocratic
class, and it expressed their desires to return to the real world to whichthey
previously belonged. Such desires and cravings were depicted and shaped by
means of conceptual expression, and as in Soksamiingok, the writer depicted
hardships in real world or sometimes he indulged in conceptual expressions. In
case of Maneonsa, the writer depicted himself and shaped his present status
under a difficult circumstance that would not allow him to return to his middle

class life. Through this, the writer revealed his coerce reality in his works.

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Education in August, 2006.
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