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The Meanings and Issues of Research about Jeju Island
suggested by IZUMI Seiichi ‘Jejudo’

liichi Noriko*

A lot of researchers refer ‘Jejudo’ written by IZUMI Seiichi as an
inclusive research book published for the first time in Japan. Of course,
we can't overlook the fact that IZUMI Seiichi could research the Jeju
island and write'Jejudo’because of the colonialization of Korean
peninsula by Japan.

It has already been advanced to locate and to criticize the study
results of IZUMI Seiichi in the context of the colonial researches, so I
don’t take up this respect again by this paper. I focus on the style and
the perspective of ‘Jejudo’ which shows some possibility to reconstruct
the relationship between the researcher and the object of research
under the colonialism. So I consider the next two points of view about
the meaning and problem for us to research the Jeju island.

For the first, I suggest the originality of the descriptions by IZUMI
Seiichi in the context of the colonial researches about Jeju island. For
the second, I refer to the foresight to research about the life changes
about the Jeju island and Jeju people in Japan since the colonialization
of Korean peninsula by Japan. Through these two points I describe the

problem that ‘Jejudo’ written by IZUMI Seiichi has given us.

* Associate Professor, The Department of Humanities, Faculty of Law and
Letters, Ehime University
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