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A Study on the Problems and Improvements of Multicultural

Education in Jeju Island

Oh, Ko—Woon*-Kim, Sung—Bong™*

Korea has been changing to a society with a wealth of multi—cultural
elements due to increase of foreign workers, married immigrants,
foreign students and multicultural families for the past 10 years. Such
various changes in social members, culture and identity are shown in
Jeju Island as well with over 6300 of residential foreigners as of 2011.
However, systematic data collection and research on the multi-cultural
state of Jeju Island were started not before long and current education
on the multiculturalism takes on political nature of government.

Centralized curriculum on the multiculturalism mainly concentrates
on general contents, subsequently requiring efforts to reflect local
characteristics to the education. To help immigrants settle down while
boosting understanding of local community about multiculturalism, the
education targeting immigrants should take a step forward from the
basic level to intensified level in terms of its content and method. Also,
the education should be localized for better understanding of local
residents. Given the fact, this study analyzed relevant problems and
discussed the solutions so as to suggest a desirable direction for
multicultural education in Jeju Island by researching statistical data on

the residential foreigner in Jeju Island and the multicultural education

* Lecturer, Department of Education, Jeju National University
#% Professor, Department of Education, Jeju National University
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conducted by local governments, private organizations, education

offices, schools and universities.

Key Words

Multiculturalism, multicultural society, multicultural education, localization
of multicultural education
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