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The Geopolitics of East Asian Border Islands and
the Structural Causes of State Violence in the
Establishment Phases of the Cold War

Minhwan Kim#*

This article ains to explain the cause of state violence in the border islands of East
Asia after the fall of the Japanese Empire in 1945 through a geopolitical
understanding of these islands. Forming an axis that runs through Jeju, the Ryukyu
islands, Taiwan, and Jinmen, these islands underwent rapid abrupt changes in their
fate, especially in times of power transiciors in the East Asia region. Most notable is
the terrible violence that these islands suffered during the establishment phases of the
(Cold War. The basic idea behind the violence is the division of the living community.
When these islands were integrated into the Japanese Empire, they functioned as
robust local centers of exchange and commumnication. After the collase of the
Japanese Empire and the formation of individual nation-states, however, these islands
were relegated to the margins, and the exchange and communication of the past were
put to an end by the formation of boundaries between nation-states. The situational
violence that arises from the division of these living communities is very likely to
convert into physical violence; indeed, the process of internal pacification played out in
a particalarly harsh and abrupt manner on these islands. To
exacerbate the situation, during the formation of the Cold

War system, the geopolitical situation of these islands and

* Seoul Naitonal University Asia Center
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their perceived function for the containment of the Communist
sphere further amplified the violence associated with internal
pacification. For the U.S. and its allies, these islands were
outposts that needed to be secured at all at all costs; the loss
of any one of them would amount to failure in the containment of
the Asia-Pacific. This article concludes that it was due to the fatal
combination of all three of these factors - the division of the living
community, internal pacification, and violence for containment -

that Jeju and Taiwan suffered terrible state violence.

Key Words: east asian border islands, geopolitics, state violence, the division of the living

community, internal pacification, and violence for containment
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