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Ethnic Network and Labor Experience on

Migration to Japan:

Focusing Korean Undocumented Workers in Kotobuki
Yokohama

Lee, Hey-Jin*

This article is about the employment structure of Korean
undocumented workers from the late 1980 to 2000s in Kotobuki
Yokohama, Japan where is for day laborer market. Most eatly settlers
were from Jeju island, Korea and they took advantage of the
regionalism and kinship to find wotk in Kotobuki. Jeju island has been
recognized as a marginal place on the Korean peninsula and maintained
its indigenous regional character compared to others due to its
discrimination experience in the process of modernization in Korea. It
resulted in that people from Juju become majority power in Kotobuki,
so that they have quite different social position. Furthermore it led Jeju
people to seize hegemony.

This study explains migration process, historical situation and social
atmosphere which allowed Juju people who had regarded as the margins
of society to come to Japan. Also it analyzes the structure of Korean
employment in Kotobuki from late 1980s to 2000s. To consider how

they make and keep the relation with the place as an unstable status,

* Institute for Social Science Research, Pusan National University.
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this article focuses on Korean, especially Jeju community and individual
relationship between Korean undocumented workers. On the base of this
analysis, it brings out the social implication of ethnic community in
structural constraints as presenting Kotobuki's unique character of social

network which allows continuous migration and living.

Key Words : migration, Jeju, Japan, Korean Undocumented workers, Kotobuki, Labor, Employment,

Ethnic network, Ethnic community, Ethnicity.
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