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Study on a Local Community and the Creation of

‘Space of Difference’
-Focusing on a haenyeo community in Amnam park

Cha, Yun-Jung*

Neo-liberalism that has been transplanted from the West against the
backdrop of the national economic crisis is currently communicated as
one of the key working principles and universal knowledges in Korean
society. Yet, when met up with those of the existing world, working
principles or value systems that are forcibly transplanted from the top,
are supposed to go through processes of conflict, contest, adjustment,
exclusion, resistance. This study took notice of a local community where
processes of contest and adjustment arise amid the social phenomenon of
the universalization of neo-liberalism; signified this local community as
‘space of difference’; and paid attention to the background of creation
of the very space. For this purpose, a haenyeo community in Anmam-
dong was investigated which shows the looks of a local community that
is not completely brought around to the neo-liberalistic principles
transplanted from the top. First, it was noticed that the working
principle inside the operating system of this haenyo community is
different from the neo-liberalistic one. In addition, along with
membership characteristics of the haenyeo community, a ‘bonding
relationship” which had been formed through shared experiences based
on a long period of temporal accumulation, and a world of life was

confirmed to be present in the background of this difference. As stated

* HK Professor, Pusan National University.
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above, local value systems and working principles formed based on a
world of life and through a temporal accumulation was confirmed to
constitute a ‘space of difference’, that is, a space that creates difference
in resistance against neo-liberalistic strategies that are meant to equalize
the world through a forcible transplant from the top. In this sense, a
‘local’ is a footing space for resisting the transplant of de-localized
universal values or principles, and the aspect of difference shown by this

‘local” can be said to be an aspect of the locality.

Key words : Neo-liberalism, Local Community, Difference, the World of Life, and Resistance.
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