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<abstract>

A Study on Characters of Goddess in the Korean Shaman Myths

Ah yong, Jeong
Department of Korean Language and Literature

University of Ulsan

This paper deals with Korean shaman myths of woman in all aspects, daesangsin
of bonpuri and several goddess who have primary functions also were studied. The
twenty goddesses in the Korean shaman myths were examined by dividing in three
categories; growing daughter goddess, mature mother goddess, and young
grandmother goddess. It was classified according to life stages because Korean
Gods have similar life styles as humans’ life.

First, Gameunjangagi, Jacheongbi, Danggeumaegi, Simcheong, and Baridegi belong
to the category of the growing daughter goddess. Next, in the category of mature
mother goddess, there are Gildaebuin, Danggeumaegiui Eomeoni, Jeoseunghalmangur
Eomeoni, Simcheongiui Eomeoni, Wongangami, Yeosanbuin, Noiljedaegwiirui 7Ttal,
Gwayangseng! Gaksi, Myeongwolgaksi, Hwanguyangssi Buin, Gangrimi Keunbuin, and
Jimchiwonnim Buin. Lastly, Jeoseunghalmang, Iseunghalmang and
Seonmundaehalmang belong to the category of young grandmother goddess.

Theses goddesses exhibit the symbol of feminist through the symbols of cultural
history which are weaving and clothes, fire and pots, water and flowers, gluttony
and excretion, world tree and umbilical cord. Generally, the goddesses of Korea
manifest the maternalinstinct maternal nature through death and regeneration,
holiness through exploration and acquisition, and almighty nature through birth.

However, the goddesses have not only the general symbol of feminist, but also
have other symbols of feminist according to the criterion of the classification. First,
the growth of the daughter goddess is expressed as disobedience and obedience,
and that means the process that the goddesses acquire the maturity by supporting
herself. Next, the maturity of the mother goddesses is expressed as goodness and
badness; as a result, that means the goddesses have the ability to support and take
care of the members of family. Also, the youth of the grandmother goddesses
means constant production and creation that are extended from a family to society.

These characteristics of Korean goddesses directly display the characters of

mothers who are the guardians of family and supporters of society.

* Keyword : goddess, growth, maturity, youth, disobedience, obedience,

goodness, badness, maternal nature, holiness, almighty nature.
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