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A Study on the Sustainable Transmission Plans for

Culture of Jeju Haenyeo
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Department of Cultural Heritage
Graduate School,

Korea National University of Cultural Heritage
Supervised by Professor Jung Sang Chul

Abstract

This study analyzes the heritage systems for ‘Culture of Jeju Haenyeo’
and the status of heritage management in Jeju Special Self-Governing
Province. Also it proposes directions of development and plans.

‘Culture of Jeju Haenyeo’ is the life of women who worked in the sea of
Jeju Island. ‘Culture of Jeju Haenyeo' refers to the culture of knowledge,
skills and rituals and women divers who have lived based on the sea in
Jeju. ‘Culture of Jeju Haenyeo’ include tangible-intangible elements created
from diving activities, such as diving skills and folk knowledge, a
shamanic belief system, ‘Haenyeo Norae’(haenyeo song), cultural spaces,
working tools and clothes, and customs of Haenyeo community. It has a
long history of Haenyeo, and to date, the Culture of Jeju Haenyeo is a

living heritage that represents the identity of the Jeju coastal village and
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maintains a community.

It has been designated and listed in the three heritage systems in
recognition of its value as heritage. In 2015, ‘Jeju Haenyeo Fisheries
System’ was designated as Korea important fisheries heritage systems, in
2016 it was registered as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage, and
designated as a national intangible cultural property ‘Haenyeo’ throughout
Korea in 2017. It is the result of hard work that Haenyeo sustain their
community despite social change and Jeju Special Self-Governing Province’s
support systems for maintaining Haenyeo’s occupation. Moreover, there are
the efforts that the researchers studied about Haenyeo, the media informed
the public, and civil organizations were in various action. These are all
transmission communities that play a vital role in the sustainable
transmission of Culture of Jeju Haenyeo. To sustainable transmission,
Culture of Jeju Haenyeo, a living heritage, must be constantly recreated in
the human and physical environment surrounding the Culture of Jeju
Haenyeo.

This paper analyzes the meaning of Culture of Jeju Haenyeo as heritage
and related legacy systems in order to establish the direction of
management as a living heritage. And this paper will focus on the
management system of Jeju Special Self-governing Province, which has
established the basis for the management of the heritage of ‘Culture of Jeju
Haenyeo’, and propose development plans for the sustainable transmission
of the Culture of Jeju Haenyeo.

In this paper, the concept of ‘Culture of Jeju Haenyeo’ is defined as the
extent to which each heritage system includes the elements recognized as
an heritage. Therefore, to establish the concept of Culture of Jeju Haenyeo,
the existing research was reviewed and the values of Culture of Jeju
Haenyeo recognized by each heritage system were analyzed. Culture of Jeju
Haenyeo is a living Heritage not only a working but culture. The biggest
reason why this is possible is the Jeju Haenyeo’s communities. They
observe their own rules strictly to overcome unsafe environment. And this
cummunity system has Important cultural meanings. Local authorities in

the area play a large role in managing the heritage they belong to. Jeju
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Special Self-Governing Province has been active in supporting regarding the
Culture of Jeju Haenyeo. In this paper, the chaging aspects of its action
and the status of the system for the heritage management of Culture of
Jeju Haenyeo.

It is important to manage the heritage of ‘Culture of Jeju Haenyeo’ so
that it can be continued as a living heritage. The strength of ‘Culture of
Jeju Haenyeo’ is that it is now the most suitable intangible heritage for the
global trend of “sustainable development”. Intangible cultural heritage can
serve as a creative infrastructure in view of sustainable development.
Sustainable development has three dimensions : economic development,
social development, and environmental sustainability ; intangible cultural
heritage is environmentally friendly and represents the local identity of the
heritage community. ‘Culture of Jeju Haenyeo’ has also demonstrated that
it still functions economically today and that it can play a role in a
sustainable development structure. When adopted each three criteria for the
sustainable development of Culture of Jeju Haenyeo, it presented the
following needs for development plans. First, it forms the network of civil,
public, mountain, and academic. Second, transmission communities are
supported. Third, a monitoring system for policy evaluation is established.
Fourth, it takes advantage of various social and economic values to spread
the cultural value of Culture of Jeju Haenyeo.

This study is significant in that it attempted to conduct a policy study on

the sustainable development of Culture of Jeju Haenyeo'.

Keyword : Culture of Jeju Haenyeo, Sustainable Transmission, Intangible

Cultural Heritage, Fisheries Heritage, Heritage Management
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