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Abstract

The Meaning of Culture-background

in the Background Narrative of Hwangjoga

Seung-hwan Hyun

Hwangjoga is originally known as the oldest lyrical poem to everyone. But
from the standpoint of epic poetry it is proved that the song has some epic
characteristics as well, It' s characters can, therefore, be concluded as follows:

1) The background narrative of King Youri is one of shamans songs sung
at the time when a shaman conducts a rite, and Hwangjoga is a kind of bal-
lad inserted in the song.

2) Through the background narrative we can see that a confused mythical
order had appeared in the period of the founding of the Koguryo dynasty.
Therefore the background narrative reflects the situation of this peried,

3) The conflict between Hwa-hee and Chi-hee, queens of King Youri, is one
between agricultural culture and hunting culture,

4) King Youri who was a true figure in history is apotheosized and then
transformed into a hero in the myth. And he at last ascends the throne in
succession to King Jumong. King Youri choose Hwa-hee as a spouse, which
means that he is willing to adopt agricultural industry as the source of his
country, This showes that he is aware of the so-called people-consciousness,

5) The triumph of Hwa-hee in the love quarrel between Chi-hee and her
emphasizes a spirit of independence against the Han dynasty of China,

Finally, Hwangjoga is the epic literature which is expressed the spirit of the
Koguryo dynasty to her marginal influence and to establish her own conscious-

ness of independence,



