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Abstract

A Study on Reconstruction Progress of Discussion on Jeju 4.3 Incident:

Focusing on External Factors

This study focuses on reconstruction process of discussion about
Jeju 4.3 Incident and the purpose of this study is to examine how
discussion on Jeju 4.3 Incident has been reconstructed by external
factors. Jeju 4.3 Incident occurred in Jeju Island 70 years ago. The
discussion on referring the incident as riot, resistance movement, and
massacre continued among repeated political changes. Currently, the
incident is politically settled as ‘Jeju 4.3 Incident’. Then, how did the
discussion on 4.3 reconstructed and how massacre has been agreed
as ‘incident’?

To answer those questions, this study analyzed Jeju 4.3 Incident by
dividing external factors in reconstruction process into sociopolitical
element and economic element. In sociopolitical element, the 4.3
involved discussion on riot and resistance movement based on change
in sociopolitical environment such as formation of cold war against
communism system and democratization. However, although discussion
on riot and resistance movement explain official discourse and
reproduction, they have limit in focusing on massacre and process of

official discourse. Thus, this study used economic element which has



been neglected in the past and analyzed how agreement has been
made as massacre. When political conflict intensified over whether 4.3
was riot or resistance movement, Jeju Island was in complex crisis of
globalization and opening of agricultural product market. In such
situation, Jeju Island devised development model named ‘Island of
Peace’ as the solution for crisis. However, ‘Island of Peace’ was not
convincing enough in Korea and overseas due to unclear substance.
In response, Jeju Island utilized memories of Jeju Island and completed
plan for ‘Island of Peace’. In such process, 4.3 was involved in ‘Island
of Peace’ plan as the symbol of suppression and suffering of Jeju
[sland residents. As 4.3 was involved in the plan, the inspection on 4.3
and report about 4.3 took place in the frame of plan for ‘Island of

Place’

Key Word : Jeju 4.3 Incident, Memory, Discussion, Peace, Development,

Island of Peace
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