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<Abstract>

Kim, Dong hyun. The Study of Social Historical Change on Representation of Jeju
Haenyeo. 2018. The purpose of this study is to examine how the symbol of the Jeju
haenyeo (female divers) has changed. Until now, the Jeju haenyeo research has
accumulated various positive research results from the point of view of anthropology,
folklore, sociology, and women’s studies. Through the process of registering the Jeju
Haenyeo as a UNESCO Cultural Heritage, the Jeju Haenyeo has changed from a
‘tough Jeju mom’ figure to being recognized as a being protecting the national pride
competition of ‘culture war’ between other countries. This research aims to focus
on the change of social awareness of the Jeju haenyeo based on existing research
results.

This study, through the examination of the Jeju haenyeo’s process of transition
based on existing research, reveals that the Jeju haenyeo, which was known as a
symbol of femininity in the past, is in fact, a collection of symbols discovered by
the ambition of the times. In order to break the stereotype of the Jeju haenyeo, they
must be perceived as not only fixed entities, but also as creative enthusiasts and
dynamic subjects. The discussion of the Jeju haenyeo from a postcolonial point of
view is what will be what differentiates this study from previous studies. In other
words, this study begins with the perception that the Jeju haenyeo is a product of
imagination derived from social desires, then looks into what the Jeju haenyeo is
called based on changes in awareness through time.

Keywords: Haenyeo, Representation of Jeju Haenyeo, Subaltern, Discover of
Tradition, Jeju Locality
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