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Jeju Naval Base and the Change of Local
Community in Gangjeong Village

Jeong, Young-Sin*

This article aims to analyze the anti-base movement of Gangemng village
which was developed around the Jeju naval base from two perspectives. First,
large-scale national projects in Korean society have faced strong opposition
movements of local residents since the 1990s. The overgrowth of
metropolitan cities and resistance to hate facilities, the economic crisis in the
provinces, and the excessive policies of the central government are the
backgrounds. In particular, these conflicts have repeatedly arisen in projects
and struggles surrounding the construction of military bases in various parts
of Korea. In this article, we define such a series of struggles and movements
as 'localized social movements' and analyze the formation and the dynamics
of the struggle community based on the communality formed at the local
level. Second, the existence of commons is very important in the formation
of localized social movements and struggle community. Like Kurumfy in
Gangieng village, these acquire a symbolic meaning in the course of the
struggle and play an important role in the formation of a transnational
network. In Gangjeong village, the practice of ‘commoning without
commons’ has become the value orientation of the opposition movement

after the blasting of Kuwmufy. In other words, the members of the struggle

* Research Professor, Jeju National University
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community tried to expand and sustain themselves through the practice of
recreating the images and values of Kurumfy as a symbolic commons and
reproducing the historical and cultural narratives of Kurunfy. The evolution
of the struggle community and the analysis of the social movement based on
the Commons theory enables to analyze the dynamic aspect of the localized
social movement through the understanding of the commonness and the
border problem of the struggle that was overlooked in the existing social

movement theory.

Key Words : Jeju Naval Base, Gangjeong village, commons, commoning, struggle community
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