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I Abstract 1

The transformation and signification on the contents of myth
and legend in novel
- The Island Swallowing a Myth in Lee Cheong-jun’s novel

Joo, Ji-young(Kunsan National University)

This article contains analysis of transformation and signification on the contents of myth
and legend in novel The Island Swallowing a Myth. This novel was composed with
combinations of narrative story that involves the myths of shamanism and legend.

This novel composed with prolog, narrative 1~18, epilogue. The prolog and epilogue
informed of the legend of ‘Agijangsu” an oral tradition narrative story that meaning of baby
general known only in Jeju Island. The narrative 1~18 informed of the myths in Jeju
Island. The myths have showed shamanistic-songs three times shaman's rites ‘Gut  that is
‘Bamdangshin Bonpoori, ‘Chogam-je Bonpoori, ‘Baridegi .

The character types generally known of the folktale of ‘Agijangsu’ replaced with
characters of the main narrative by similarity. As a result, the types of characters are
opposed to those of rulers and subjects, perpetrators and victims, and ethical terms of good
and evil. But this aspect is overturned by the story of Jeju's ‘Agijangsu” that composed with
‘savior , ‘bogus savior, the third people who believed in the common destiny of the survival
unit.

In This novel, the Jeju Myth is presented as an alternative to preventing innocent
sactifices caused by power groups conflicts. It is the world of Jeju mythology where God,
man, nature, earth, world and earth are united and live together.

Through this fictional transformation of the contents of mythology and legend, this novel
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would solve the problems of the Jeju islanders, taking issue with the painful lives of those
who are sacrificed for the group of seeking power in the real world. One way to solve such
problems is to shape the soul of the Korean people inherent in that Jeju Island's collective
unconscious through Jeju myths and legends.

keywords : The Island Swallowing a Myth, myth, legend, contents, transformation,
signification, orally speaking, literally writing, folktale of ‘Agijangsu’,

Narrative shamanist Myths, collective unconscious, soul, power group



