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Reconsideration on Jeju Society and
Kim Mandeok’s Life in the 18 - 19th Century

Kim, Na—Young
(Ph.D., Department of History Studies, Jeju National University,

Curator, World Heritage Office, Jeju Special Self-Governing Province)

The 18th and 19th centuries when Kim Mandeok lived was a time when
various changes took place in various aspects of Joseon society. The order of
the Joseon Dynasty began to collapse due to surfacing of various evils
stemming from the conservatism, dogmatism, and closing characteristic of
Neo-Confucianism that functioned as the main ideology in the medival feudal
society. Hence, in the process of finding solutions to these social contradictions,
the study of Silhak, which emerged as a new tide of Confucianism, has become
the center of change in politics, economy, society and culture.

Due to the influence of the Silhak philosopher who stood for empirical
tradition, the development aspect in this time was more economical than in
any other time. In other words, agricultural production power was rapidly
improved due to The method of transplanting rice seedlings, and the circulation
of goods was activated by the use of money and the implementation of
Daedongbeop.

However, the economic changes of Joseon society have not been
transmitted and absorbed due to the poor natural geographical condition of
Jeju society. In other words, low land productivity due to the poor soil

condition of Jeju Island caused agriculture-based work difficulties. Therefore,

18 - 19M|7| HMIFALZ|QF ZPHH Mo "oz 189



the residents had to take the risk of life, go to the sea to collect fish and
seaweed, carry out private trade such as exchanging rice, hemp, salt, etc.
necessary for them with products. As the development of maritime
transportation including shipbuilding and sailing technology and the activation
of the commodity money economy is accelerating, the Jeju-Korea private trade
and distribution of goods are spreading not only in the south coast of Jeolla
Province, but also in the Gyeongsang Province and Chungcheong Province.
As the road is formed, the name can be seen. In addition to the purchase of
grain for the purpose of food substitution for the purpose of livelihood
maintenance, the residents of the Jeju were also involved in new commercial
activities, such as shifting grains to other regions and trading them for other
goods in order to generate more profits.

Even in the late Joseon Dynasty, Jeju was frequently exposed to various
social problems such as food shortages and public unrest due to various weather
disasters and famine. In order to solve this problem, the Joseon government
tried to control grain trade of large commodity value goods between land and
Jeju using the circulation economic network of commodity monetary economy
that was active at that time. In this way, the operation of Naripo Port in the
18th century represents the distribution of goods between Jeju and the land,
which was led by the Joseon government, which is an representative example
of public trade developed with the development of commodity money economy
at that time. However, it has not been able to operate effectively while
generating negative consequences such as corruption of middle managers and
extortion of rights by of local indigenous forces. In the aspect of securing the
Jeju rice of relieving, we can get a glimpse of the advanced progress of the
relieving policy, as they traded goods with other regions by paying attention
to the value of Jeju products in In the 18th and 19th centuries, when the

development of the monetary economy, the expansion of the distribution
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network of goods, and the advancement of maritime transportation are
accelerating.

On the other hand, Jeju Island became more and more depraved by three
continuous hot springs that came to Jeju in the late Joseon Dynasty. In this
situation, Kim Mandeok was born in Jeju Island and overcame discrimination
as a gisaeng(the lowest class of people), a female and a woman. As a highly
respected woman in the 18th century, We have accumulated a lot of property
through the operation method such as cornering, based on the market or
gisaeng service for the local merchants in and around Jeju including local
power and rich people. In 1795, when the worst famine was reached (Jeongjo
19), she bought many grain crops with her own wealth and saved millions
of residents. Kim Mandeok overcomes the various obstacles surrounding her
and got unprecedented opportunities such as move to Hanyang, admiration of
kings and queens, acquiring the position of Euinyeobansu, and trip to Mount
Kumgang.

Her good deed is widely known to all people until now, and it becomes
a sample of the presenting direction of life that we should go through her life
beyond just an biographical approach to a Jeju woman. However, in the the
20th century, in the course of making the character of Kim Mandeok, the whole
of her life is recorded differently from the historical documentary of the time,
and it is a fact that it is viewed as common.

As mentioned above, in this paper, I reconsidered the life of Kim Mandeok
in the macro-organic link of the situation of Jeju society in the 18th-19th
century. In addition, through comparing and analyzing the later articles about
her, I am suggesting the necessity of re-evaluating mistakes and differences
in studying her life. This work is controversial because it denies the existing
common view, but it is meaningful that the surfaced historical discourse on

Kim Mandeok was reviewed from an academic viewpoint. In short, I hope
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that the results of this study would help to reestablish and Kim Mandeok’s

identity and to set the direction of enhancing correctly.

[Key words]
Jeju Island, Commodity Money Economy, Kim Mandeok, Exemption from the slavery,

Gisaeng, Famine, Relief
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