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Interpretation and meaning of Confucianism in
korean myth including female characters:
In Baridegi and Jeju bonpuri cases

Lee mirim, Korea National University of Cultural Heritage
Key Words: mythology, Confucianism, fermdle, theory of vin(f&) and yang(F%)

[Abstract}

Mythology has universality and fundamentality not limited to a particular
period in terms of its being the prototype of our current thoughts. The
universality of mythology can be seen as a mirror reflecting who we are
now. In particular, the transmission process of a goddess in goddess myths
resembles today’s females. Many perspectives of the study on female
mythology say that the process of the constant changes in female
mythology is the outcome of accepting the Confucian patriarchal order. Of
course, the Confucian influences reinterpreted from the aspect of historical
meanings can be also regarded as a Confucian aspect, yet, the unilateral
viewpoint of seeing it as a Confucian own contradictory principle looks like
a wrong interpretation, too. In the transition of mythological understanding
that changed from a goddess to a god along with the change from a
matriarchal society to a patriarchal one must the necessity of power in
order to dominate production and maintain it have existed. While it’s a
fact that the Confucian culture in Korea has created a lot of oppression
and bonds upon women, more careful analytic study is required on from
which aspect the Confucian culture has resulted. There are original aspects
of Confucianism, and the parts that have been reinterpreted in the times

and read improperly. Of course, whatever aspects the both have, they
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belong to Confucianism. However, what we shouldn’t forget in the transmission
process of Korean female mythology is that as these procedures are
complex and multilayered, they can be read in diverse ways, and that these

aspects can be seen to reflect the present ourselves as females.





