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Correlation between “Mabulrimje” and “Baikjung” -
cause and meaning

Lee, Soo-Ja(The Specialist of Intangible Culture)

Up on the hills and mountainous parts of Jeju Island, they celebrate a ritual called
"Mabulrimje" around the time of Baikjung which falls on 14 July in lunar calendar.
"Mabulrimje"is a ritual organized by cattle breeders to pray for the prosperity of cattle
-cows and horses-. Considering that "Mabulrimje" aims at prosperity of cattle along the
whole year, it would be more appropriate to perform the ritual at the beginning of the
year. In Jeju Island, however, this ritual doesn't take place in the beginning of the year,
not even in spring or in autumn but on the specific times of Baikjung. This work is

focused on finding an explanation of the doubt.

We may find an answer to this question in a myth "Sekyoungbonpuri" transmitted
orally as a segment of "Kungut" (a large ritual performed by Shamans) which was also
sung in main land in ancient times. "Sekyoungbonpuri' is considered a myth of origin
of our ancestor's farming because it is of the Goddess named "Jachongbi" who gave us
5 principal grain seeds, buckwheat seed and 12 countries. And this myth also tells that
the goddess brought them on the day of Baikjung, 14th July of the lunar month, from
which we can infer that the farming season begins on the times of Baikjung. In
"Sekyoungbonpuri", there is a story of Jung Soo Nam, a male servant of the Goddess
"Tachongbi", who was starving to death. Having watched him suffer, 'Tachongbi"

prepared "Mabulrimje” in July to save him.
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If we give much credit on what "Sekyungbonpuri’ tells, it can be deduced that
"Mabulrimje” was taken place closely related to Baikjung having its origin in the myth
"Sekyoungbonpuri”. which makes those two are inseparable even today. Therefore, the
answer to the doubt why "Mabulrimje” takes place on the Baikjung season not in the

beginning of a year lays on its origin in "Sekyoungbonpuri’, the myth of farming.

[Key Words] Mabulrimje(The ritual which is organized by cattle
breeders to pray for the prosperity of cattle) Baikjung,
Sekyoungbonpuri(the myth of the origin of 5 principal grain
seeds and farming). Jachongbi
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