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| Abstract |

Historical Evolution of Relations between Commons and

Community
: Focused on the Case of Dongbaek-dongsan - Seonheul-ri in JEJU Island

Jeong, Young-Sin

The history of Dongbaek-dongsan can provide an interesting case-
study for the dynamic relationship between the community and the
commons. Located in Seonheul-ri, a small rural town of 700 populations,
Dongbaek-dongsan, literally meaning camellia garden or camellia forest,
has been managed by the local villagers for hundreds of years. Until
1960’s, Dongbaek-dongsan had been a source of important livelihood
resources such as firewood, charcoal, medicinal herb, and drinking water.
But in 1971, the Jeju local government appointed Dongbaek-dongsan as
a local monument and banned its utilization by the villagers. The
introduction of running water system in the same year further reduced the
importance of Dongbaek-dongsan in the communal life. However, after
40 years of alienation, Dongbaek-dongsan was designated as a Ramsar
wetland in 2011 and the sudden changes in the relationship between the
two have happened. Dongbaek-dongsan now emerged as an invaluable
source for eco-tourism and as the village’s moral and economic asset,
possibly creating more jobs for younger generations. In order to properly
protect and manage the forest, the villagers perceived it necessary to
conceptualize Dongbaek-dongsan as the commons of the national and
global citizens including everyone touring the Ramsar wetland, rather
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than as a mere village forest. In this context, by examining the every-day
commoning practices of the villagers and the resulting community
reactivation in Dongbaek-dongsan, | would demonstrate how a political
ecological approach can be a useful and interesting research method to

study the commons.

Key Words: Commons, Seonheul-ri, Dongbaek-dongsan, Eco-tourism,

Commoning
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