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ABSTRACT

An Ethnic Study of Mudang Kut-nori in Cheju Island

by Cho Man-ho

To have a better understanding of the realities of Mudang
Kut-nori, the writer, in introductory remarks, suggested some
controversial points derived from the established studies and
set forth a tentative theory of Mudang Kut-nori.

This dissertation begins with the tentative theory in relation

to ethnic stand.

he writer would like to make an abstract of this disserta-
tion by arranging comprehensively the result of study which was
gained from such viewpoints and suggesting problems awaiting
solution.

(1) Mudang Kut-nori in Cheju Island is put into play both in a
big kut(the shaman ritual) and in pyolshin-je(the ritual for
special god). In general, the functioms of Mudang Kut-nori
are related to the desire for an abundant harvest, a good

“haul and the healing of disease.

(2) Mudang Kut-nori in Cheju Island is put into play in the

middle or near the end of the kut process since it is aiming

at entertaining god.
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Mudang Kut-nori in Cheju Island is closely related to

ponp'uri(the shamanic interpretation of god's origin),

On the basis of such fundamental viewpoints, this disserta-

tion deals with Mudang Kut-nori in Cheju Island, centering around

"Samgong-maji', "Segyong-nori", and "Yonggam-nori", in relation

with ponp'uri. The results are as follows.

(4)

"Samgong-maji" is an expression of Samgong-ponp'uri and it
is a shaman rituél of sympathetic magic, which prays for
the protection against evil through the ritual performance,
Samgong, who had originally managed matters of human iife
and death, were transformed into the gods who ruled the
human spiritual world, when they came to make their appear-
ance in Samgong-ponp'uri., The concept of Karma relations
from a previous life, that was based on family-god belief
and changed into shaman belief through the influence of the
thought of filial piety and Buddhism, emerges as a ideal
prop in this ponp'uri. In effect, Samgong-ponp'ri is an
oral expression of shaman ritual in which human beings wish
to overcome the ritual fatalism by means of the thought of
good (Mat 'ungi) and filial piety(Kamunjangagi), and accom-—

polish the desire to return to the eternal heaven.
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The performance of "Samgong-maji" mainly consists of imita-—
tion of ponp’uri and humour.. By the way, the competition
ended in the victory of god in the ultimate because all
kinds of play including sucn performance have a property

of competition. Imitation and humour, therefore, should be
regarded as means of the incarnation of gods in human beings
and the act of displaying their devine power to them.
"Segyong-nori", which is not merely a repeat performance of
Segyéng~ponp'ri, plays a role of sympathetic magic, Through
this performance Segyéng-shin(cod Segyéng) and P'aengdori
replay the whole process of tillage. It has something to

do with the mytn of Chach'dngbi who was traditionally handed
down as an abstract concept of goddess of agriculture and
later embodied as a practical goddess of agriculture close
to human beings in the desire for an abundant harvest and

a good haul because she{Chach'ongbi) was the goddess in
charge of agricultural affairs.

Segyong-ponp'uri is, in brief, a myth that tells about the
origin of the goddess of agriculture. In the ritual myth,
Chach'dngbi was described as a symbol of wisdom and self-
sacrificing spirit, and Chéngsunam, as a symbol of seeds

or tarming tools. 1In other words, the myth can be describ-

ed as a ritural expression in which the characters of the
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"yth symbolically imply the relationship between agricul-
tral affairs and seeds. ”Segyéng—nori", one of shaman
"ltuals praying for good harvests, is to make a reproduction
“f the life of "wisdom" and "self-sacrifice". "Segyong -
"el", explaining the endemic characteristics of Cheju Island
*% well, can be said to be a kind of ponp'uri and nori(play)
"hat inevitably lay emphasis on the life of wisdom and self—
%erifice, |
(6) "75nggam—nori" is play related to the god who has even the
Vfoperty of tokkaebi(a kind of bogey), and it is also a
$aman ritual dedicated to the god in charge of healing ag
#11 as fishing. But it is noticeable that there is a
fTrrle difference between Yanggam—ponp'uri and "Yénggam-
¥rr1". The writer thinks that it is probably because the
fitual, as an expression of conflict between the belief in
"he god of the earth and the belief in the god of the sea,
‘*ansformed later on into the direction of conflict-resolu—
““tm. It shows an exemplary model of myth-synapse through
& process of influx of a myth on the god of the earth and
“*rlement of a myth on the god of the sea, In the last
“4lysis, the earth-god belief is thought to be combined
oy

the sea-god belief and tokkaebi belief in Yonggam-

##'uri, And this ponp'uri gradually came to be performed
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as a ritual with satirical functions since when the tokkaebl
belief began to be predominant in the ponp'uri. "Yonggam-
nori" is a ritual which expressed the belief in the god of
the earth, the god of the sea and the personified tokkaebi
as well as the human praver to them. It is sometimes season-
ed with folk satire against yangban(the aristocratic class).
Up to now, the writer has examined Mudang Kut-nori in Cheju
Island from a ethnic viewpoint on the premise that it should have
reiation to ponp'uri., But it is to be regretted that it needs
still more detailed and diversified analyses from different view-
points——~for example, analysis of a centipede and malttong bosot
(a kind of mushroom) in "Samgong-maji'; moreethorough examination
of Chongsunam's identity in "Segyong-nori”; énd more wide-ranging
analysis of toxkaebi. The writer would like to conclude with the
remark that a more diversified investigation should be made in

accordance with more sufficient materials on another occasion.



