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(The stamp of the Greek genius is everywhere on his [Homer's] two epics, - in the courage and
undaunted spirit with which the heroes faced any opponent , human or divine, even Fate herself. Edith
Hamiton, The Greek Way, 177)

(2) (az2lAce] I™H[=2 QIZt 22X A0I9] =& 12Itt) (The Greek classical drama) is  the conflict
between men and the power that shapes him, ibid., 186)
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(Homeric and dramatic, too, is the simple elucidation of the dangers of hubris and the irrevocable vengeance
of Nemesis —— the kernel, as it were, of a theme that dominates the Greek tragedy. Classical Mythology, 87)
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(Greek literature and Greek thought are shot through with an awesome reverence for the supremacy of god, a
tragic realization of the irony of man’s dilemma as the plaything of fate, however glorious the triumphant heights
to which mortals may attain in the face of dreadful uncertainties and terrors, ibid., 87)
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Abstract

A Research for Contemporary Potentiality of Application from Jeju Mythology
(In Comparison with the Case of Greek Mythology)

Young-Soo Yang

Keywords : story-telling reconstruction of myths, open and closed narrative structures,
anthropocentric gods and human-wary gods, admonitory forum of mythology,
findings of human nature, folk and heroic mythology

Formerly, the key point of mythological studies in this country was directed toward enforcing
the nation’s cohesiveness and companionship by finding out elements of the national spirits
and identity in the folk mythology. Nowadays, the focus of mythological interests is being shifted
toward how to put mythologies to practical use in story-telling reconstruction of artistic creation
and promotion of culture-tourism products.

Mythological writers with story-telling reconstrucdtion in mind should be close-minded in
finding out the exact essence of the narrative structure in a certain mythology. They should be
versed in the background of emergence of mythological narrative structure and in the wants of
mythological production and comsumption group.

Comparative study between Jeju and Greek mythologies is supposed to help to understand
the exact character of the narrative structures of Jeju and Greek mythology and to inquire into
the real causes of flatness of Jeju mythology. Jeju mythology can be thought to be the stories of
anthropocentric gods as contrasted with the Greek human-wary gods. In addition, Jeju mythology
can be defined as the admonitory forum of morality transmission as contrasted with Greek
mythology as the exciting arena of human nature disclosure. One is the ground of peace and
symbiosis, and the other is the ground of struggle and conflict. One is the folk mythology arising
from common people, whereas the other is the heroic mythology centering on super-power
characters.

Comparative study between Jeju and Greek mythologies leads to the conclusion that one is
based on ‘closed narrative structure’, whereas the other is based on ‘open narrative structure’.
As a result of findings of research for differences found in the artistic creations originated in Jeju
and Greek mythologies, ‘closed narrative structure’ gave rise to much confined sphere of creation,
whereas ‘open narrative structure gave rise to very broad and diverse sphere of creation.
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