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Jeju Island in Western Antique Maps
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Abstract : The first historical reference to Jeju Island in Furopeans comes in the 16th century. As trade
between Europe and the Orient including Asia became more active in this era, the country of Joseon
brought into existence to Europe along which Jeju Island emerged in cartography as a southernmost tip of
the Korean peninsula. Interestingly, some maps made during this period referred to Jeju Island and the
southern coast of Korea, in Portugese, as Ilhas dos Ladrones, or “Thieves’ Islands”. At the start of the
17th centuty Jeju Island was also marked as “Fungma (or, Fongma), which appears for the first time in the
”Atlas of China“ of M. Martini who arrived in China as a missionary in 1655. It can be considered that,
when taking into account the knowledge and information network of the times, island “Fungma® shown on
Western maps is romanized from Chinese name for Jeju. In the late 17th century the name “Quelpart”,
together with “Fungma”, became known among Europeans, which indicates a trading vessel of the Dutch
East India Company. H. Hamel, a Dutch seaman, who was shipwrecked on a voyage to Japan and
remained on the isle, described Jeju as “Quelpart” in his report, Hamel’s Journal, which was subsequently
published, thereby making Jeju Island to be widely known as the name of “Quelpart”. “Quelpart”, having
enjoyed so long as a tradition of use by Western cartographers, was handed down to the early 20th century

as a typical name standing for Jeju Island.

Key words : 1. Fungma, Ilhas dos Ladrones, Jeju Island, Martini, Quelpart.
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