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Jeju Global Education City and the Reality of Its
Residents” Living Conditions

Kim, Jung-Im*-Yun, Myung-Hi**

Jeju Global Education City was established during the neoliberalism
and globalization movement in the late 2000s to create a global
education environment and prevent diversion of foreign currency. With
the rise of new international schools in 2011, many families moved to
the city to endorse their children’s education. However, as opposed to
the image that the government wanted to replicate, this research
outlines the lowered living standards and inadequate yet superficial city
environment that these residents live in. Through thorough case studies
on the daily lifestyle of the residents we drew upon the reality of the
living conditions in this city.

To summarize the results, unlike the wealthy and vibrant image that
was reported in the media, the city displayed deficiencies in areas of
entertainment, healthcare, and convenience. It only catered outstanding
residential environments to the residents. One of the leading causes to
this phenomenon is the high rent prices in the area. To receive the
top-notch education, many families temporarily moved to the area and
paid high prices. As seen from the demographics of the interviewees,

many families came from the Seoul metropolitan area. The families

* Completion of the Doctoral Course in Sociology at Jeju National Univ.

*% Researcher of Jeju Research Association for Alternative Society.



AFAel e AT JLAe 181

viewed the city as a temporary residential area, and moved back to their
original house back in the mainland when their children finished their
education. Thus, these families do not attach themselves deeply into the
community as residents, but instead engage in social relationships with

other parents for their children’s education.

Key Words : Jeju Global Education City, Migration for Education, Change of Jeju Society,

Neoliberalism and Cities.
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