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| Abstract |

Migrant labor from Jeju to Osaka during the
Japanese colonial period and subsequent changes

in Jeju Island

Noh, Woo—jung*

The purpose of this study is to examine influences made by the
establishment and management of a direct marine transports route between
Jeju Island and Osaka, Japan during the period of Japanese occupation.
Jeju Island has long been the periphery of the Korean Peninsula. And Jeju
was in the state of poverty and underdevelopment even after the
compulsory port opening by Japan, Almost all industries of Jeju were not
competitive at that time and the number of unemployment has
consistently increased. Only Haenyeo(Women divers)s labor had a
competitiveness in the modern market economy system. Jeju had almost no
material foundation to promote regional development.

Confronted by such serious crisis, the people of Jeju Island discovered
solutions outside their island. The haenyeo of Jeju Island choose immigrant
working named Chulgamiljil(seafood gathering outside Jeju region) heading
the coastal areas of Japan. And the great number of Jeju people went to
Osaka, Japan and they got jobs at factories in Osaka region. At that
time, Japan suffered serious labor shortage because they were in the

process of rapid industrial growth. Jeju people could get jobs they needed

" Ph.D.student, Department of Korean Studies, Jeju National University.
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in Osaka and the Japanese industrialists could employ relatively cheap

labor forces from colonial region of Jeju.

Key—words: Seasonal Migrant Diving, Kimigayomaru, Jeju immigrants in Japan,
migrant workers, Japanese Ruling Era, Jeju-Osaka Sea Route, Jeju

Haenyeo(sea divers), Community
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