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Photographer Kim Young-gap’s Journey of
lligwanji (—IXEZ) as a Truth seeker
- Focusing on his autobiographical essay collections,
Fascinated by the [sland, Obsessed by the Film and
It was | that was in the Island

Jeong, Siyoul”

This study examines the specific aspects of passion and tenacity for
photography by looking into the text of Fascnated by the Island, Obsessed by
the Film and It was I that was in the Island, autobiographical essay collections
lefc by photographer Kim Young-gap(1957-2005), to consider his attitude
towards photography and his thoughts and comments as an artist that took
pictures of Jeju Island only.

Under this research purpose, this study develops discussions in three aspects:
the maximization of artistic spirit and self-actualization, intentional isolation
and immersion, and salvation that comes in response and exhaustion. First,
to him, photography was a process of self-actualization to find his original
self that had been tinged by the world and lead an independent life. Second,

He was able to overcome human loneliness in two ways, isolation and

* Professor, Department of Korean Language & Literature, Yeungnam University.
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immersion, and focus on photography in Jeju. Third, Kim Young-gap’s life
spent in Jeju Island was a time of longing and waiting for a response, and
the response he waited for was not recognition and praise at the world level
but awakening and awareness arising from within himself. His body was
exhausted after all, but through Gallery Dumoak, he could be saved.
Kim Young-gap was involved in photography for more than 20 years as
he took pictures in and out of Jeju Island from 1982, settled there in 1985,
and then passed away at the age of 48. To him, Jeju Island was a religion,
photography was a process of asceticism, the camera was the topic, and
photography was the outcome of asceticism. He broke the shell surrounding
him through his own dedication and immersion in photography and opened
his eyes for a new world through amyotrophic lateral sclerosis that he
encountered all of a sudden, and taking that as an opportunity, he came to
build “Kim Young-gap Gallery Dumoak”. The 20 years he spent in Jeju
Island were a period of the journey as a truth seeker who lived for his own

calling for photography and waited for a response.

Keywords: Kim Young-gap, Jeju Island, Dumoak, photograph, amyotrophic

lateral sclerosis
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